§ 62-280.1. False representation of household goods carrier certificate unlawful.

(a) It is unlawful for a person not issued a certificate to operate as a carrier of household
goods under the provisions of this Chapter to do any of the following:

(1) Orally, in writing, in print, or by sign, including the use of a vehicle placard,
phone book, Internet, magazine, newspaper, billboard, or business card, or in
any other manner, directly or by implication, represent that the person holds a
certificate or is otherwise authorized to operate as a carrier of household goods
in this State.

(2) Use in connection with the person's name or place of business any words,
letters, abbreviations, or insignia indicating or implying that the person holds a
certificate or is otherwise authorized to operate as a carrier of household goods
in this State.

(b) Any person who violates subsection (a) of this section or who knowingly aids and
abets another person in violating subsection (a) of this section shall be guilty of a Class 3
misdemeanor and punished only by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) for the
first offense and not more than two thousand dollars ($2,000) for any subsequent offense.

() The Utilities Commission may assess a civil penalty not in excess of five thousand
dollars ($5,000) for the violation of subsection (a) of this section. The clear proceeds of any civil
penalties collected pursuant to this subsection shall be remitted to the Civil Penalty and Forfeiture
Fund in accordance with G.S. 115C-457.2.

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of G.S. 20-383 to the contrary, any law enforcement
officer with territorial jurisdiction is authorized to enforce the provisions of this section.
(2011-244, s. 2; 2021-23, 5. 19.)
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