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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
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HOUSE BILL 527

Short Title: ~ Municipal Elect'n/Even-Numbered Yrs/Stanly Co. (Local)

Sponsors: Representative Burr (Primary Sponsor).
For a complete list of Sponsors, refer to the North Carolina General Assembly Web Site.

Referred to: Local Government, if favorable, Elections, if favorable, Rules, Calendar, and
Operations of the House.

April 2, 2015

ABILL TOBEENTITLED
AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT REGULAR MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS IN THE
MUNICIPALITIES OF STANLY COUNTY SHALL BE HELD IN EVEN-NUMBERED
YEARS.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
SECTION 1.(a) Section 3.1 of the Charter of the City of Albemarle, being Chapter
259 of the Session Laws of 1979, reads as rewritten:

"Section 3.1. Regular Municipal Elections; Conduct and Method of Election. Regular
municipal elections shall be held in the City in 1979-2015, and every four years thereafter
andthereafter, except that the Mayor elected in 2015 shall serve a term of five years, but the
Mayor's successors shall serve terms of four years, and the members of the city council elected
in 2015 shall serve terms of five years, but the members' successors shall serve terms of four
years. The elections shall be conducted in accordance with the uniform municipal election laws
of North Carolina. The Mayor and members of the City Council shall be elected according to
the partisan primary and elections method as provided in G.S. 163-291."

SECTION 1.(b) Section 3.2 of the Charter of the City of Albemarle, being Chapter
259 of the Session Laws of 1979, as amended by Chapter 881 of the 1987 Session Laws, reads
as rewritten:

"Section 3.2. Election of Mayor and Council Members. At the regular municipal election in
19912015 and quadrennially thereafter, there shall be elected a Mayor and seven City Council
members:-members, except as provided in Section 3.1 of this Charter. Each candidate for a
district seat must reside in the district for which election is sought."

SECTION 2. Chapter Il of the Charter of the Town of Badin, being Chapter 894
of the Session Laws of 1989, reads as rewritten:
"CHAPTER IILI.
"GOVERNING BODY.

"Sec. 3.3. Term of office of Council members. The-initial-members-of the Councilshall_be
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eleehen—atatlmeahd—elaeeeewtated—byany%h%eeeﬁhemln 2015 the two at- Iarqe members

shall serve for terms of five years and their successors shall serve terms of four years. Each of
the resident district members and the at-large_ members whose terms expire in 2017 shall
continue to serve until 2018 and their successors shall be elected to serve terms of four years.
Regular municipal elections shall be held in each even-numbered year thereafter in accordance
with Chapter IV of this Charter.

"Sec. 3.4. Selection of Mayor: term of office. The members of the Town Council shall,
from among their members, elect the Mayor at their organizational meeting to serve a two-year
term, except that the Mayor elected in £990-2015 shall serve a ene-yearthree-year term.”

SECTION 3.(a) Atrticle Il of the Charter of the Town of Locust, being Chapter
246 of the Session Laws of 1973, as amended by Chapter 41 of the 1977 Session Laws, reads
as rewritten:

"Sec. 3.2. Mayor and Mayor Pro Tempore. The Mayor shall be a resident and qualified
voter of the City of Locust and shall be elected by the qualified voters of the City of Locust,
and he shall hold office for two (2) years:years, except that the mayor elected in 2015 shall
serve a term of three years, but the Mayor's successors shall serve terms of two years. In the
case of a vacancy in the office of Mayor, the City Council shall by appointment fill the vacancy
for the unexpired term. The Mayor shall be the official head of the City government and shall
preside at all meetings of the City Council. When there is an equal division upon any question,
or in the appointment of officers, by the Council, the Mayor shall determine the matter by his
vote, and shall vote in no other case. The Mayor shall exercise such powers and perform such
duties as are or may be conferred upon him by the general laws of North Carolina, by this
Charter, and by the ordinances of the City. The City Council shall choose one of its number to
act as Mayor Pro Tempore, and he shall perform the duties of the Mayor in the Mayor's absence
or disability. The Mayor Pro Tempore as such shall have no fixed term of office, but shall serve
in such capacity at the pleasure of the remaining members of the Council."”

"Sec. 3.3. Composition of City Council. Beginning with the election to be held on
November 819773, 2015, the City Council shall consist of seven (7) members to be elected
by and from the qualified voters of the city voting at large in the manner provided by Article
V.

SECTION 3.(b) Section 4.1 of the Charter of the Town of Locust, being Chapter

246 of the Session Laws of 1973, as amended by Chapter 41 of the 1977 Session Laws, reads
as rewritten:

"Sec. 4.1. Regular Municipal Elections. Regular municipal elections shall be held on the

Tuesday after the first Monday in November of each edd-numbered—yearwhich—began—in

1973-even-numbered year shall begin with elections held in 2015, as provided in this section.

In the regular electlon in }97—7—2015 thete—shau—b&eleeted—tmee—@,)—eet%ﬂmen—'me%hree—g}

members shall be elected for terms of five years and the three members whose terms explre in

2017 shall continue to serve until 2018. Thereafter as the terms of members expire, their
successors shall be elected for terms of four (4) years."
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SECTION 4.(a) Section 3.3 of the Charter of the Village of Misenheimer, being

Chapter 268 of the Session Laws of 2003, as amended by Chapter 19 of the 2004 Session
Laws, reads as rewritten:

"Section 3.3. Manner of Electing Village Council; Term of Office. The qualified voters of

the entire Village shall elect the members of the Village Council, and, except as provided in

this sectlon they shaII serve four year terms. In 2@95—the4hreeeand+éate&reeemng4hehrghest

aliTaalala aYaWlal Fa ala ala A alalla Q aYata' ala alallaYa
\/ o VEa

hrghesMumber&eh;etesskaeeleetedtetwe—yeaHerm&ZOlS two members shaII be elected

for five-year terms and the three members whose terms expire in 2017 shall continue to serve
until 2018. In 20072020, and quadrennially thereafter, two members shall be elected to
four-year terms. In 2009,2018, and quadrennially thereafter, three members shall be elected to
four-year terms."

SECTION 4.(b) Section 3.4 of the Charter of the Village of Misenheimer, being
Chapter 268 of the Session Laws of 2003, reads as rewritten:

"Section 3.4. Manner of Electing Mayor; Term of Office; Duties. At the organizational
meeting following each municipal election, the Village Council shall elect one of its members
as Mayor, and the Mayor shall serve at the pleasure of the Village SeuneH-Council, provided
that, the Mayor elected in 2015 shall serve pursuant to the manner provided in Section 3.3 of
this Charter. The Mayor shall be the official head of Village government and shall preside at all
meetings of the Village Council. The Mayor shall exercise such powers and duties as conferred
by the general laws of this State and this Charter and as directed by the Village Council. In the
case of a vacancy in the office of Mayor, the remaining members of the Village Council shall
choose from their membership a person to serve as Mayor for the unexpired term."

SECTION 5. Section 3 of the Charter of the Town of New London, being Chapter
91 of the Private Laws of 1907, as amended by Chapter 131 of the 2001 Session Laws, reads as
rewritten:

"Sec. 3. The officers of the town shall consist of a mayor and five commissioners, and they
shall be elected to four-year terms by the qualified voters of the entire town, except as provided

otherwrse in thls sectlon In%@@l—and—quadreneraﬂy—therea#epa—mwepshau—be—eleetee%—a

hrghestmumber&eﬁretes—sha#beeleetedteﬂ%-yeaﬁerm& 2015, the mayor shaII be elected to

serve a term of five-years, but the Mayor's successors shall serve four-year terms. In 2015,
three commissioners shall be elected for five-year terms and the two commissioners whose
terms expire in 2017 shall continue to serve until 2018. In 2003;2020, and quadrennially
thereafter, three persons shall be elected to four-year terms. In 2005,2018, and quadrennially
thereafter, two persons shall be elected to four-year terms."
SECTION 6. Section 12 of the Charter of the Town of Norwood, being Chapter
212 of the Private Laws of 1905, as amended by Chapter 15 of the Session Laws of 2001, reads
as rewritten:
"Sec. 12. The Commissioners and Mayor shall be elected to four-year terms by the
qualified voters of the entrre Town, except as provided otherwise in thrs section. In zeei—anel

eleetedtetwe—yeaeterm&ZOlS the Mavor shaII be elected to serve a term of frve years, but the

Mayor's successors shall serve four-year terms. In 2015, three commissioners shall be elected
for five-year terms and the two commissioners whose terms expire in 2017 shall continue to
serve until 2018. In 2003;2020, and quadrennially thereafter, three persons shall be elected to
four-year terms. In 2005,;2018, and quadrennially thereafter, two persons shall be elected to
four-year terms."
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SECTION 7. Section 15 of the Charter of the Town of Oakboro, being Chapter 51
of the Private Laws of 1915, reads as rewritten:

"Sec. 15. That all officers elected at any election in the town of Oakboro shall hold office
for the term of two years and until their successors are elected and guahified-gualified, except
that in 2015, the Mayor elected shall serve a term of three years, but the Mayor's successors
shall serve terms of two years. In 2015, commissioners shall be elected for terms of five years,
but the commissioners' successors shall serve terms of two years. That in the absence of any
officer of the town, or during sickness of any of the officers, the commissioners may appoint a
man to fill the office during his absence or during his inability, and no longer. If the absence be
caused by resignation, the board may appoint an officer to fill the unexpired term.”

SECTION 8. Article 111 of the Charter of the Town of Red Cross, being Chapter 56
of the Session Laws of 2002, reads as rewritten:
"ARTICLE Ill. GOVERNING BODY.

"Section 3.3. Manner of Electing Town Council; Term of Office. The qualified voters of
the entire Town shall elect the members of the Town Council and, except as provided in this

sectron they shaII be eIected to four year terms In 29934he—twe—eanel+ela%es—reeewmg—the

ne*khrghesMembewhmtes—s%H—be—eleeted%e—Me—ye&Herm&ZOlS two members shaII be

elected for five-year terms and the two members whose terms expire in 2017 shall continue to
serve until 2018. In 2005,;2018, and biennially thereafter, two members shall be elected to
four-year terms.

"Section 3.4. Manner of Electing Mayor; Term of Office; Duties. The qualified voters
of the entire Town shall elect the Mayor. In 2015, the Mayor shall be elected to serve a term of
five years. In 2003;2020, and quadrennially thereafter, the Mayor shall be elected for a term of
four years.

SECTION 9.(a) Section 3 of the Charter of the Town of Richfield, being Chapter
204 of the Private Laws of 1915, as amended by Chapter 1066 of the 1953 Session Laws, and
Chapter 527 of the 1961 Session Laws, reads as rewritten:

"Section 3. That the offrcers of sard town shall consrst of a mayor and five commrssroners
to be elected every al-a . ery
Me—yeers—ley—meeemmﬁsrener& |enn|ally "

SECTION 9.(b) Section 4 of the Charter of the Town of Richfield, being Chapter
204 of the Private Laws of 1915, as amended by Chapter 1066 of the 1953 Session Laws, and
Chapter 527 of the 1961 Sessmn Laws, reads as rewrltten

commissioners shall be elected to two -year terms by the qualified voters of the entire Town,

except as otherwise provided in this section. In 2015, the Mayor shall be elected to serve a term
of three years. In 2018, and biennially thereafter, the mayor shall be elected to a two-year term.
In 2015, five commissioners shall be elected for three-year terms. In 2018, and biennially
thereafter, the five commissioners shall be elected to two-year terms. Notice of said convention
election shall be posted at four public places within said town at least thirty days prior to the
holding of the convention and all citizens residing within the corporate limits of said town who
are qualified voters in Stanly County and who have resided in said town for a period of ninety
(90) days before said convention shall be allowed to vote."

SECTION 9.(c) Section 15 of the Charter of the Town of Richfield, being Chapter
204 of the Private Laws of 1915, as amended by Chapter 1066 of the 1953 Session Laws, reads
as rewritten:

Page 4 H527 [Edition 1]



O©CoOoO~NO O WDN PP

General Assembly of North Carolina Session 2015

"Section 15. That the officers elected in said town at any eenvention-election shall hold
office for the term of two years and until their successors are elected and qualified, and that
during the absence of any officer of the town or the sickness of any officer or officers, the
commissioners may appoint a man to fill the vacancy during his or their absence, or during his
or their inability to fill the same, and no longer. If the absence be caused by resignation, the
board of commissioners shall appoint an officer to fill said vacancy or unexpired term."

SECTION 10. Section 3 of the Charter of the Town of Stanfield, being Chapter
1210 of the Session Laws of 1955, as amended by Chapter 485 of the 1957 Session Laws, reads
as rewritten:

"Sec. 3. MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT. That the government of the Town of Stanfield
shall be vested in a mayor and a board of five commissioners and such other officers as may be
provided for in the Municipal Incorporation Act of North Carolina. The mayor and board of
commissioners shall be biennially elected by the qualified voters of the town, shaH-provided
that in 2015, the Mayor shall serve a term of three years, but the Mayor's successors shall serve
terms of two years. In 2015, five commissioners shall be elected for terms of five years, but
their successors shall serve terms of two years. The mayor and board of commissioners shall
take such oaths of office as provided by faw.law and shall have such rights, powers, duties and
responsibilities as provided in Article2-6fChapter 160-160A of the General Statutes of North
Carolina relating to municipal officers."”

SECTION 11. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary and
except as otherwise provided by federal law, municipal elections held pursuant to this act may
be combined on the same official ballot as other ballot items for elections held at the same time.

SECTION 12. This act is effective when it becomes law.
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