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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 1 

AN ACT TO DIRECT THE CITY OF WILMINGTON TO DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT A 2 

PILOT PROJECT TO ESTABLISH A QUICK RESPONSE TEAM TO ADDRESS THE 3 

UNMET NEEDS OF OPIATE OVERDOSE VICTIMS WHO ARE IN NEED OF 4 

FOLLOW-UP TREATMENT, COUNSELING, SUPPORT, AND OTHER RECOVERY 5 

SERVICES. 6 

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 7 

SECTION 1.  Pilot Project. – The Department of Public Safety, in conjunction with 8 

the City of Wilmington, shall develop and implement a pilot project to establish a "Quick 9 

Response Team" (QRT) to address the needs of opiate and heroin overdose victims who are not 10 

getting follow-up treatment. The QRT shall be staffed by firefighters, police officers, medics, and 11 

other law enforcement as determined by the Department of Public Safety and the City of 12 

Wilmington. The Department of Public Safety and the City of Wilmington shall work together to 13 

develop the policy and procedures for the QRT. In doing so, all of the following shall be 14 

considered: 15 

(1) Increase engagement and treatment with family counseling and recovery 16 

groups. 17 

(2) Provide follow-up care to survivable overdose incidents with police/medics and 18 

licensed counselors. 19 

(3) Provide short- and long-term support to overdose victims and families. 20 

(4) Provide follow-up within three to five days after an initial incident. 21 

(5) Create a fatal review panel to analyze and keep track of the deaths of those 22 

served by QRT. 23 

SECTION 2.  Report. – The Department of Public Safety and the City of Wilmington 24 

shall report on the results of the pilot project to the 2019 Regular Session of the General 25 

Assembly, upon its reconvening. 26 

SECTION 3.  Appropriation. – There is appropriated from the General Fund to the 27 

Department of Public Safety the sum of two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) in recurring 28 

funds for the 2017-2018 and 2018-2019 fiscal years to fund the implementation of a Quick 29 

Response Team to address the needs of opiate and heroin overdose victims in the City of 30 

Wilmington. 31 

SECTION 4.  Effective Date. – This act is effective when it becomes law. 32 


