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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
1965 SESSION


CHAPTER 1051
HOUSE BILL 1065


AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR AN ELECTION ON THE ISSUE OF MERGING THE SOUTHERN PINES, PINEHURST, AND MOORE COUNTY SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS, TO AUTHORIZE THE LEVY OF A TAX FOR CURRENT OPERATING EXPENSES OF THE MERGED UNIT, AND TO ESTABLISH A NEW COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION PURSUANT TO SAID ELECTION.

The General Assembly of North Carolina do enact:

Section 1. At a date in 1965 to be established by the Board of Commissioners of Moore County, there may be held in that county an election on the issue of whether or not the Southern Pines City Administrative Unit, the Pinehurst City Administrative Unit, and the Moore County Administrative Unit shall be merged into a single county administrative unit and a special supplemental school tax levied by the board of commissioners on all of the real and personal property in the county, such tax, not to exceed thirty cents (30¢) per one hundred dollars ($100.00) of assessed property value, to be used to supplement the current operating expenses of the merged county administrative unit. In such election, to be conducted by the Moore County Board of Elections, all qualified voters residing within Moore County shall be eligible to vote, and no new registration shall be required.
Sec. 2. On each ballot used in the election provided for in Section 1 of this Act, there shall be stated two provisions, in substantially the following form and words: "For merger of the Southern Pines, Pinehurst, and Moore County School Administrative Units", and "For authorizing the Board of County Commissioners of Moore County to levy a special supplemental school tax not to exceed an annual rate of thirty cents (30¢) per one hundred dollars ($100.00) of assessed property valuation", and: "Against merger of the Southern Pines, Pinehurst, and Moore County School Administrative Units", and: "Against authorizing the Board of County Commissioners of Moore County to levy a special supplemental school tax not to exceed an annual rate of thirty cents (30¢) per one hundred dollars ($100.00) of assessed property valuation." Each of said propositions or questions shall be separately stated and to the left of each proposition there shall be a square in one of which the voter may indicate his preference by making a mark (X).
Sec. 3. In the event that a majority of the voters who shall vote in the election provided for in Section 1 of this Act shall vote in favor of the merger of the three school administrative units in the county, the following provisions shall be effective:
(a)	Within sixty days after the results of the election are certified by the boards of election to the board of commissioners, the board of commissioners shall appoint a new Moore County Board of Education consisting of seven members. The Board of Education shall consist of one member to be appointed from each of the existing county school districts and two members to be appointed at large. The Moore County Board of Education, as herein constituted shall, however, consist of at least one member from each of the three Boards of Education in Moore County as these boards are constituted on the effective date of this Act. The members of this newly appointed board shall qualify for office within seven days after appointment. The Board of Education as herein constituted at the time of qualification of the appointed members shall constitute the new Board of Education for Moore County and shall have jurisdiction, control over and be charged with the duty of administering the public schools of the Moore County Administrative Unit. The Southern Pines City Board of Education and the Pinehurst City Board of Education shall continue to administer the public school system of their respective administrative units until June 30, 1967. On June 30, 1967, the Southern Pines City Board of Education and the Pinehurst City Board of Education shall cease to exist, and the terms of office of the members of the Southern Pines City Board of Education and the members of the Pinehurst City Board of Education shall terminate, and said members and said boards shall no longer exercise any power and authority over the public schools of said two city administrative units. On June 30, 1967, the new Moore County Board of Education, as herein constituted, shall assume jurisdiction over and shall control and administer all of the public schools of Moore County, including all of the public schools theretofore located and situated in the Southern Pines City Administrative Unit and the Pinehurst City Administrative Unit. On June 30, 1967, the Southern Pines City Board of Education and the Pinehurst City Board of Education shall transfer the title to all property heretofore vested in the Southern Pines City Board of Education and the Pinehurst City Board of Education. The appointed members of the Board of Education of Moore County shall serve until their successors are elected and qualified. The new Board of Education of Moore County, as herein constituted, at the time of qualification for office of its members shall hold its first meeting and shall organize by electing one of its members as chairman for the period of his tenure of office or until his successor is elected and qualified. The chairman of the new Board of Education shall preside at the meetings of the board and in the event of his absence or sickness the board may appoint one of its members temporary chairman. The said Board of Education of Moore County, as herein constituted, shall exercise all of the powers and duties heretofore provided and vested in Boards of Education by the General Statutes of North Carolina, except as herein changed or modified.
(b)	For the purpose of representation on the Board of Education, Moore County shall be divided into three areas described as follows: Area I shall consist of the territory formerly included in the Carthage, Cameron, Farm Life and Vass‑Lakeview Districts of the Moore County Administrative Unit as these existed as of January 1, 1965; Area II shall consist of the territory formerly included in the Westmoore, High Falls, and Robbins Districts of the Moore County Administrative Unit as these existed as of January 1, 1965; Area III shall consist of the territory formerly included in the Southern Pines City Administrative Unit, the Pinehurst City Administrative Unit, and the West End and Aberdeen Districts of the Moore County Administrative Unit as these existed as of January 1, 1965.
(c)	On the first Tuesday in April, 1967, and biennially thereafter, the Moore County Board of Elections shall conduct an election of members of the Moore County Board of Education in which all qualified voters residing in Moore County shall be eligible to vote. All such elections shall be nonpartisan and no party affiliation shall be designated on the ballots for any candidate. At the 1967 election there shall be elected seven members of which one member shall be a resident of each of the existing county school districts and two shall be at large members who may be residents of any part of Moore County. All members shall be voted upon and elected by the voters of the entire county voting at large. The three candidates receiving the largest number of votes at the 1967 election shall be elected for four‑year terms, and the four candidates receiving the next highest number of votes shall be elected for two‑year terms, and thereafter all members shall be elected for four‑year terms. No new registration shall be required for such elections. On June 30, 1967, the Board of Education of Moore County shall take over, control and administer the public schools heretofore located in Southern Pines City Administrative Unit and the Pinehurst City Administrative Unit as heretofore provided in this Act.
(d)	Any qualified voter residing in Moore County who is eligible under the terms of G. S. 115‑25 of the General Statutes may become a candidate for the Board of Education upon paying a filing fee of five dollars ($5.00) and upon filing a notice of candidacy with the Moore County Board of Elections between January 1 and March 1 of the year in which an election is held, which notice shall state the name of the candidate and. the area in which he resides, and which notice shall also be signed by the filing candidate. All candidates for membership on said board must be residents of the area from which they seek election. Elected members shall qualify for office within seven days after the results of the election are declared by the Board of Elections. Failure of an elected member to qualify within the specified time shall result in his membership being declared vacant.
(e)	In any year in which members of the Board of Education are to be elected, should the number of candidates filing from any area exceed twice the number of members to be elected from that area, the Moore County Board of Elections shall conduct a primary election in all precincts of the county two weeks prior to the regular election specified in (c) above. All qualified voters residing in the county shall be eligible to vote in the primary election which shall be nonpartisan and in which no party affiliation shall be designated on the ballots for any candidate. In each area for which a primary election is necessary, the candidates, equal to twice the number of members to be elected from such area, who receive the largest number of votes shall be declared nominated.
(f)	Vacancies in the Moore County Board of Education shall be filled through appointment by the Board of Commissioners of Moore County, such appointments to run until the next election of members of the Board of Education, at which time the vacancy shall be filled by election for the unexpired term, if there be such remaining.
(g)	The Board of Education of Moore County shall proceed to consolidate the high schools of the Southern Pines, Pinehurst, West End and Aberdeen Areas and to build and construct a consolidated high school on some convenient site. The Moore County Board of Education may acquire by purchase, gift or condemnation a site or sites consisting of up to a total of seventy‑five acres, and if condemnation proceedings are instituted to acquire all or a part of the site herein provided for, such proceeding shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 40 of the General Statutes dealing with the acquisition of land or property by eminent domain.
Sec. 4. In the event that a majority of the voters who shall vote in the election provided in Section 1 of this Act vote against the merger of the three school administrative units of the county, then the provisions of Section 3 of this Act shall be of no force or effect, and the Southern Pines City Administrative Unit, the Pinehurst City Administrative Unit and the Moore County Administrative Unit shall continue to operate as independent administrative units.
Sec. 5. In the event that a majority of the voters who shall vote in the election provided in Section 1 of this Act vote in favor of levying a special supplemental school tax not to exceed an annual rate of thirty cents (30¢) per one hundred dollars ($100.00) assessed property valuation, as stated in said question, then all previous special local school taxes levied or authorized to be levied in any district of the Moore County Administrative Unit or the Southern Pines or Pinehurst City Administrative Units for the purpose of supplementing the current expense budgets of the respective districts or administrative units are abolished as of January 1, 1967. Those taxes levied in the years 1965 and 1966, or years previous, which are collected subsequent to the effective date of this Act, shall be expended only for the purposes for which they were approved and levied. Commencing with the tax year 1967, the Board of Commissioners of Moore County is authorized to levy and collect annually on all of the real and personal property in the county a special supplemental school tax not to exceed an annual rate of thirty cents (30¢) per one hundred dollars ($100.00) of assessed property valuation. The funds derived from the special tax shall be allocated and expended in accordance with the appropriate provisions of Chapter 115 of the General Statutes, relating to special supplemental school taxes and supplemental budgets but the funds derived from taxes levied in each of the three areas described in Section 3(b) of this Act shall be spent exclusively for the public schools in each of said areas. If a majority of voters voting in said election shall not approve said supplemental tax not to exceed thirty cents (30¢) on the one hundred dollars ($100.00) assessed valuation, as set forth in this Act, then any and all provisions as to the levy of said tax shall be null and void, and all school district taxes and supplemental taxes heretofore authorized shall continue in full force and effect until and unless modified according to law. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to prevent or prohibit a subsequent election in accordance with the appropriate general laws of the State on the issue of changing the maximum annual rate of the special supplemental school tax in the county or on the issue of additional special local school taxes in areas within the county.
Sec. 6. In the event that the voters voting in the election provided by this Act shall not approve the merger of the Southern Pines, Pinehurst, and Moore County Administrative School Units, then and in that event the Moore County Board of Education is authorized to acquire by purchase, gift or condemnation a site or sites consisting of up to a total of seventy‑five acres for the construction and operation of a high school located within the territorial boundaries of the Pinehurst City Administrative Unit. Such school shall be under the complete control and ownership of the Moore County Board of Education. The Pinehurst Board of Education shall not be entitled to assign pupils to such school except upon the basis of a written contract mutually agreed to by both Boards of Education. If condemnation proceedings are instituted to acquire all or part of the site herein provided for, such proceedings shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 40 of the General Statutes, Eminent Domain.
Sec. 7. Except as herein provided, all elections authorized in this Act shall be conducted by the Moore County Board of Elections in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 163 of the General Statutes governing general elections. No absentee voting shall be permitted in any election, and all elections shall be conducted on a strictly nonpartisan basis. The expenses of all elections authorized in this Act shall be paid by the Board of Commissioners of Moore County from the county general fund.
Sec. 8. All laws and clauses of laws in conflict with the provisions of this Act are repealed.
Sec. 9. This Act shall be in full force and effect from and after its ratification.
In the General Assembly read three times and ratified, this the 14th day of June, 1965.

