
NC General Statutes - Chapter 63 Article 11 1

Article 11.

Marking and Notice of Meteorological Towers.

§ 63‑110. Marking of meteorological towers.
(a) As used in this Article, the term:

(1) "Height" means the distance from the base of a tower to the highest point of the
tower.

(2) "Meteorological tower" means a structure that is either self‑standing or
supported by guy wires and ground anchors and has guy wires and accessory
facilities on which equipment used to measure wind speed and direction is
mounted. "Meteorological tower" does not include a structure that is affixed or
located adjacent to a building, house, or barn.

(b) Except as required by federal law, rule, or regulation, any meteorological tower over 50
feet in height shall be marked and painted or otherwise constructed to be visible in clear air during
daylight hours from a distance of not less than 2,000 feet. Meteorological towers shall also comply
with the following additional requirements:

(1) A meteorological tower shall be painted in equal alternating bands of aviation
orange and white, beginning with orange at the top of the tower.

(2) One marker ball shall be attached to the top third of each outside guy wire.
(3) Guy wires shall have a seven‑foot‑long safety sleeve at each anchor point that

extends from the anchor point along each guy wire attached to the anchor point.
(2015‑263, s. 10(a).)

§ 63‑111. Registration; notification; tower database; penalty.
(a) The Department of Transportation shall adopt rules requiring any person proposing to

construct a meteorological tower to register with the Department. The person proposing to
construct the tower shall notify the Department of the proposal, the location and height of the
proposed tower, and any other information the Department may require to ensure aviation safety
and shall pay a registration fee of three hundred fifty dollars ($350.00). The rules shall require the
owner of a meteorological tower to notify the Department upon removal or destruction of a tower.

(b) The Department of Transportation shall establish and maintain an electronic database
that contains the location of all meteorological towers in the State by January 1, 2017. The
Department may contract with a governmental entity or private entity to create and maintain the
database. The Department shall make the contents of the database available on its Web site.
(2015‑263, s. 10(a).)

§ 63‑112. Penalties.
The Secretary of Transportation may assess a civil penalty of not more than ten thousand

dollars ($10,000) per violation against any person who violates any provision of this Article.
(2015‑263, s. 10(a).)


