§ 90-113.74C. Practitioner use of controlled substances reporting system; mandatory
reporting of violations.

(a) Prior to initially prescribing a targeted controlled substance to a patient, a practitioner
shall review the information in the controlled substances reporting system pertaining to the
patient for the 12-month period preceding the initial prescription. For every subsequent
three-month period that the targeted controlled substance remains a part of the patient's medical
care, the practitioner shall review the information in the controlled substances reporting system
pertaining to the patient for the 12-month period preceding the determination that the targeted
controlled substance should remain a part of the patient's medical care. Each instance in which
the practitioner reviews the information in the controlled substances reporting system pertaining
to the patient shall be documented in the patient's medical record. In the event the practitioner is
unable to review the information in the controlled substances reporting system pertaining to the
patient because the system is not operational or there is some other temporary electrical or
technological failure, this inability shall be documented in the patient's medical record. Once the
electrical or technological failure has been resolved, the practitioner shall review the information
in the controlled substances reporting system pertaining to the patient and the review shall be
documented in the patient's medical record.

(b) A practitioner may, but is not required to, review the information in the controlled
substances reporting system pertaining to a patient prior to prescribing a targeted controlled
substance to the patient in any of the following circumstances:

(1) The controlled substance is to be administered to a patient in a health care
setting, hospital, nursing home, outpatient dialysis facility, or residential care
facility, as defined in G.S. 14-32.2.

(2) The controlled substance is prescribed for the treatment of cancer or another
condition associated with cancer.

3) The controlled substance is prescribed to a patient in hospice care or palliative
care.

(©) The Department shall conduct periodic audits of the review of the controlled
substances reporting system by prescribers. The Department shall determine a system for
selecting a subset of prescriptions to examine during each auditing period. The Department shall
report to the appropriate licensing board any prescriber found to be in violation of this section. A
violation of this section may constitute cause for the licensing board to suspend or revoke a
prescriber's license.

(d) For purposes of this section, a "practitioner" does not include a person licensed to
practice veterinary medicine pursuant to Article 11 of Chapter 90 of the General Statutes.
(2017-74, s. 12; 2018-76, s. 4.)
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