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AN ACT TO CLARIFY THAT, WHEN MUNICIPALITIES USE THE 

NONPARTISAN-PRIMARY-AND-ELECTION METHOD, NO VOTER MAY 
CAST MORE VOTES THAN THERE ARE POSITIONS TO BE FILLED. 

 
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 
 

Section 1.  G.S. 163-294 reads as rewritten: 
"§ 163-294.  Determination of election results in cities using nonpartisan primaries. 

(a) In cities whose elections are nonpartisan and who use the nonpartisan primary 
and election method, there shall be a primary to narrow the field of candidates to two 
candidates for each position to be filled if, when the filing period closes, there are more 
than two candidates for a single office or the number of candidates for a group of offices 
exceeds twice the number of positions to be filled. If only one or two candidates file for 
a single office, no primary shall be held for that office and the candidates shall be 
declared nominated. If the number of candidates for a group of offices does not exceed 
twice the number of positions to be filled, no primary shall be held for those offices and 
the candidates shall be declared nominated. 

(b) In the primary, the two candidates for a single office receiving the highest 
number of votes, and those candidates for a group of offices receiving the highest 
number of votes, equal to twice the number of positions to be filled, shall be declared 
nominated. In both the primary and election, a voter should not mark more names for 
any office than there are positions to be filled by election, as provided in G.S. 163-
135(e) and G.S. 163-151(2). If two or more candidates receiving the highest number of 
votes each received the same number of votes, the board of elections shall determine 
their relative ranking by lot, and shall declare the nominees accordingly. The canvass of 
the primary shall be held on the Thursday following the primary. 

(c) In the election, the names of those candidates declared nominated without a 
primary and those candidates nominated in the primary shall be placed on the ballot. 
The candidate for a single office receiving the highest number of votes shall be elected. 
Those candidates for a group of offices receiving the highest number of votes, equal in 
number to the number of positions to be filled, shall be elected. If two candidates 
receiving the highest number of votes each received the same number of votes, the 
board of elections shall determine the winner by lot." 

Sec. 2. This act is effective upon ratification. 
In the General Assembly read three times and ratified this the 19th day of 

June, 1991. 
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───────────────────  
James C. Gardner 
President of the Senate 
 
───────────────────  
Daniel Blue, Jr. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 


